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INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 COME-00 EB-08 CIAE-00 INR-IO 
NSAE-00 DOTE-00 L-03 /032W 
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R 300650Z APR 78 
EMUSLO RIYADH 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 448 
INEO AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMCONSUL DHAHRAN 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY AMHJN 

CONEIDENTIAL RIYADH 310 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: BEXP, ETRD, SA 

SUBJECT: BOYCOTT LANGUAGE IN HEJAZ PROJECT PREQUALIEICATION EORM 
REF: STATE 076600 

1 . THE HEJAZ RAILWAY PROJECT IS BEING CARRIED OUT JOINTLY BY 
SAUDI ARABIA, JORDAN AND SYRIA AND SO CHANGES IN BOYCOTT CLAUSE 
ON PREQUALIEICATION EORM REQUIRE A COORDINATED RESPONSE BY 
BOYCOTT OEEICES OF ALL THREE COUNTRIES. PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS TO 
GET MINISTER OE COMMUNICATIONS AND SAUDI BOYCOTT DIRECTOR TO 
LOCUS ON PROBLEM UNSUCCESSFUL. HOWEVER, DURING APRIL 29 
DISCUSSION WITH USLO OEEICER, BOYCOTT DIRECTOR ACKNOWLEDGED 
PROBLEM AND PROMISED TO DISCUSS MATTER WITH MINISTER OE 
COMMUNICATION AND APPROACH GOVERNMENTS OE JORDON AND SYRIA WITH 
THE VIEW TOWARD GETTING SAUDI BOYCOTT LANGUAGE ADOPTED 
EOR THE HEJAZ PROJECT. COMMENT: POST BELIEVES THIS 
APPROACH WILL REPRESENT A SIGNIEICANT STEP BY SAG TOWARD 
REGIONAL LEADERSHIP ON BOYCOTT ISSUE. 

GNEHM 
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